
 

 Happy New Year to all of 
our members and the ONA 
board. 

 

My term as President may 
be ending this year, but we 
will not skip a beat moving 
forward as there are still 
many activities going on 
within our organization. 
Even though this upcoming 
year may present the or-
ganization with various 
challenges, I believe that 
with hard work and individ-
ual participation, we can 
come together as a unit to 
create a clear vision and 
goals for our district. 

 

I would really like to em-
phasize the importance of 
everyone taking part in 
some of the planned activi-
ties in 2017. It is critical of 
our members participating, 
such as attend a district 
meeting for the first time or 
participate in the October 
convention.  We need to 
continue to communicate, 
educate, promote, and 
most importantly - cooper-
ate. Only by working to-

gether can we consistently 
move forward in our profes-
sion and press important 
issues within our organiza-
tion when they arise…may 
we always strive to be our 
best. 

 

Once again, I would like to 
thank you for allowing me 
to serve as our President 
for the Summit & Portage 
District of the Ohio Nurses 
Association. It has been an 
honor to be able to work 
with everyone. You are 
truly a remarkable group of 
individuals. 

 

My wishes to you are for a 
very happy, healthy, and 
prosperous New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marie C. Cinalli 
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From Left to Right, your board of Directors: 

Marie Cinalli,, President; Marva Walker, Director; Deborah Baker, Secretary; Earl Blackstone, Vice President; Darren 

Stevenson, Director; Marlene Peoples Wetshtein, Treasurer; Debra Meredith, Director 

Not Pictured is Jeni Huth, Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credits reflect monies collected by interest, dues, and 

members’ dinners. 

  Debits include awards, wages, rent, telephone, supplies 

and dinners.   

 This report reflects the district daily operations.  Funds 

reside in two banks and are invested in   long-term Certifi-

cates of Deposit, an interest-bearing money market ac-

count, and an interest-bearing checking account. 

   

Balance August 31, 2016                       $ 42,602.85    

Credits—September                             +  3,649.27 

               October                                  +  4,083.12 

               November                               +  3,760.40 

                                                             $ 54,095.64 

Debits—September                               -   3,135.05       

              October                                   -   2,831.56 

              November                                -   3,844.04      

Balance November 30, 2016                 $  44,284.99 

              Marlene Peoples Wetshtein , Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report 

letter to keep members abreast 

of legislative activity which 

affects health care.  Discussion 

on the facebook page may also 

be implemented. 

 Community Wellness Commit-

tee will spearhead the district’s 

participation in the NEOUCOM 

Health Fair since the issue of 

liability for performing blood 

pressure screenings has been 

clarified. 

Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

Capsules from December meeting of 

the Board of Directors : 

Encouraging committee activity 

and participation was discussed. 

 Communications Committee 

will contact local newspapers to 

promote our activities and en-

courage discussion via the dis-

trict’s facebook page.. 

 Health Care Advocacy Com-

mittee will continue to include 

informative articles in our news-
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Your Board of 

Directors 

represents the 

nurses of Summit 

and Portage 

counties in the 

classrooms and 

care settings. 

HELP US OUT.  

GET INVOLVED!  

 Professional Development 

Committee will focus on 

planning meetings in a timely 

fashion so promotion may 

occur and to recognize our 

members’ many accomplish-

ments. 

Motion was passed to reduce 

the fee for each member to 

        $20 for the March Meeting. 

Maturing Certificate of Deposit 

at Third Federal will be rein-

vested for a term of 38 

January/February/March 2017 



 On November 29 & 30th members of the ONA Governance & Dues Task Force participated in Conference 

calls to critique and edit the Consultant’s draft report of the work of the Task Force to date. On December 9th 

the report was presented to the ONA Board of Directors.  The ONA Board of Directors approved the continu-

ance of the work of the Task Force.  Moving forward, the next meeting of the Task Force is scheduled for Thurs-

day, January 12th at which time the Task Force will begin drafting proposed by-laws revisions and operational 

functions to be presented at the 2017 House of Delegates.  As was noted in the last update, any major changes 

in the structure and/or functions of ONA will require approval by the ONA House of Delegates at the upcoming 

October Convention. Should anyone have questions or desire further information regarding this very important 

initiative, please feel free to contact Joyce Powell, Connie Stopper, or Davina Gosnell, Summit and Portage Dis-

trict members who are serving on the Task Force. 

                                                                                                                              Davina J. Gosnell 

VOLUNTEER FOR A HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

According to a review of more than 30 studies, there is a strong connection between volunteering 
and good health. Volunteers enjoy longer lives, higher functional ability, lower rates of depression, 
and lower rates of heart disease. It benefits both physical and mental well-being and can even 
give you a "helper's high." Help yourself to better health by helping others and become a volunteer 
in the New Year.                                                                                  Source: AmeriCorps 

SOOOO….Here’s your opportunity and invitation to a healthier you! 

 

 

 

 The Community Wellness Committee will be taking blood pressures at the NEO MED Community Health 
Fair on Saturday March 25th from 9:30 a.m. until 2:00 pm. at  4209 State Route 44 in Rootstown.  Please contact 
the district office, Suzanne Roach at spdona@juno.com if you would like to volunteer for a block of time.  Last 
year, blood pressures of over 58 community members who attended the event were recorded for them, and we 
also gave away hot/cold gel packs. The fair has numerous tables with information from various community and 
NEO MED healthcare professionals.  

 Our committee is also accepting new members, so if you would like the opportunity to expand your pro-
fessional nursing activities while helping those in the Summit and Portage District area, be sure to email and a 
member will contact you.  New ideas for activities are always welcome.  

By: Carol Korman, MSN, RN-BC 
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WORK OF ONA GOVERNANCE & DUES TASK FORCE CONTINUES 

Volunteer in 2017 

January/February/March 2017 

mailto:spdona@juno.com
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Health Care Advocacy 

Legislative Updates: What Summit and Portage County Nurses Should Know 

Greetings and welcome to 2017!   At the federal level this year, some of us will continue to focus on national news.   Anec-
dotally, I’ve heard that some people are abandoning news coverage.  The main reason given for this abandonment is disap-
pointment in the presidential race results – they simply do not have the heart for watching the broadcasts or hearing the 
tweets. 

Fake News 

Another reason people have grown leery of newscasts is an epidemic of fake news.  The producers of fake news are flour-
ishing and have a stake in misleading people for financial or other gain.  From adolescents in Macedonia to Russian special 
ops, fake news is flying.  How do I know? I read it on Facebook. 

Ohio House Bill 216 – the APRN Modernization Act 

At the state level, let’s look at legislation that was languishing in the lame duck session.  As you recall, the lame duck session 
refers to the period of time after the November 8 general election up until January 2, 2017 when the new two-year 132nd 
General Assembly begins.  During the lame duck, advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) were carefully watching Ohio 
House Bill 216, the APRN Modernization Act.  This bill seeks to eliminate barriers that impact APRN’s ability to practice, an 
ability that should be based on education, training, certification, and legal scope of practice. 

The legislation passed nearly unanimously with 92 yays and a lone nay from Naraj Antani (R-Miamisburg).  The next step is 
to receive Governor Kasich’s signature.  After 90 days, the bill will become a law.  While the advanced practice nurses had to 
accept some concessions and cut their modernization dream list to a more modest better-than-traditional list, this bill is a 
start. Highlights include: 

 APRNs will be licensed by the State of Ohio in two ways – one with the usual registered nurse license, and the other 
with a special advanced practice license with a designation of role preparation – nurse practitioner, clinical nurse spe-
cialist, certified nurse midwife, and nurse anesthetist. 

 For license renewal APRNs will be required to have 48 hours of continuing education every two years.  Twenty-four 
hours with one CE of law for the basic license, and twenty-four hours with twelve hours of pharmacology for the ad-
vanced practice license. 

 The certificate to prescribe and externship have been eliminated.   

 The APRN formulary will become exclusionary, meaning that all drugs APRNs may prescribe will no longer be printed. 
Instead, drugs that APRNs cannot prescribe will be listed. 

Ohio’s House and Senate Races 

Locally, the candidates to whom the Ohio Nurses Association donated were all elected!  Ohio House winners are: Portage 
County representatives Kathleen Clyde (D) and Sarah LaTourette (R), and Summit County representatives, Emilia Sykes (D) 
and Anthony DeVitis (R).  We look forward to continuing a strong connection with these lawmakers.  Due to term limits, 
Tom Sawyer’s 28th District seat was up for election. Vernon Sykes won the 28th District seat against Jonathan Shulz with 61% 
of the vote.  SPDONA member Warren Meredith will serve as Senator Syke’s Legislative Ambassador. 

That’s about it for this quarter.  In future newsletters look for what’s happening in the new 132nd General Assembly at the 
Statehouse along with updates from the Committee on Health Care Advocacy. 

                       Stay warm.  

Margaret (Peggy) Halter, PhD, APRN 

Now let's head over to the SPDONA facebook page and engage in a discussion about this.  

Just go to the wall, find the post, and leave a comment. Thanks, see you on facebook.  

Oh and be sure to like our page :) 

January/February/March 2017 
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Welcome   New   Members 

 

Summit and Portage District of the Ohio Nurses Association welcomes the following new members.  As an incen-

tive for your becoming active in your professional organization, we invite and encourage you to attend our next 

meeting which will be Wednesday, March 15 as our guest.  Further details may be found on the flyer elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  Even though your evening will be at no cost to you, it will be necessary for you to notify the dis-

trict of your intent by e-mail spdona@juno.com or phone 330-923-5792 so we may make arrangements for seating, 

food, and handouts. 

 Tricia Archer 

Jonathan Barner 

Tara Boettler1 

Tammy Boudreaux 

Andrea Campbell 

Branden Christner 

Kimberly Cleveland 

Rebecca Delaney 

Anthony DeLong 

Angela Fassnacht2 

Carly Flint 

Diane Foughty 

Catherine Gellatly3 

Breann Gindlesberger 

Lauren Hurley 

Emily Isla 

Sherri Jakab 

Aimee Jones 

Kristen Klamut 

Rachel Kromi 

David Lowry 

Nicole Maurer 

Matthew Mehalko 

Brittany Metzgar 

Maci Miller 

Rachel Miller 

Nichole Moulin 

Raechel Naragon 

Dayna Nelson 

Valerie Norfolk 

AmakaOffodile 

Penny Paul4 

Kara Puma 

Holly Renninger 

Lori Rose 

Natalie Rostedt 

Chelsea Ruhl 

Meagan Schunn 

Julia Schwarz 

Lillian Shultz 

Carla Simmons 

William Steiner 

Antoinette Steurer 

Nikki Tacsik 

Mandi Testa 

Kayla Thayer 

Angela Thompson 

Tamra Trent 

Natasha Tucke 

Corbin Wade 

Victoria Wadsworth 

Evean Walder 

Sara Walthour 

Mary Ward1 

James Weber 

Jaclyn Weyrick 

Julia Wojcik 

Jamie Wossilek 

Andrea Yoder 

All employed at Cleveland Clinic/Akron General Medical Center unless noted with a superscript. 

1 Summa Health System                                                        3.  Hiram College 

2 Canal Pointe Nursing and Rehabilitation                         4.  University Hospital of Cleveland Home Care 
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District Election Time     VOTE WILL TAKE PLACE….. on Wednesday, March 15 at the 
District meeting.  Make your reservation now. 
The Committee on Nominations has worked diligently to present the slate for your consideration.  The voting will NOT take place by 

mail.  It WILL be by secret ballot at the March 2017 District Meeting (reservation details appear elsewhere in the newsletter),  Should 

a member desire an absentee ballot, it may be requested from the office by e-mail spdona@juno.com or phone 330-923-5792 and 

returned by mail.  Nominations may also be made from the floor at the March District Meeting.  It is hoped that several nominations 

will be received from the floor that night to ensure a full component of our allowed Convention Delegation.  Each candidate whose 

name appears on the ballot or those nominated from the floor are strongly encouraged to attend the District meeting. 

Below is a list of the candidates and the position each is seeking, A brief biographical sketchis provided when available for Board 

and Nominating Committee candidates.  All terms, except for Committee on Nominations, are two years and begin at the May meet-

ing. 

President 

Darren Stevenson - BSN, Kent State University.  Employed at Cleveland Clinic/Akron General, float RN—4 years.  Chair, District Communications 

Committee; Director, District Board; UCM KSU VP on the board. 
 

For Treasurer 

Melanie Sennett—BSN, University of Akron.  Employed at Cleveland Clinic/Akron General, 27 years.  Magnet rep OR, chair of EBP Council OR 

 

For Director (2 to be elected) 

Jeni Huth —Diploma, St. Thomas Hopsital; BSN, University of Akron.  Employed at Akron Children’s Hospital—42 years.  District Director and 

Delegate to ONA Convention, Health Care Advocacy Committee, Committee on Nominations. 

Ratchneewan Ross— BSN, MSN, Thailand; PhD in Nursing, Case Western Reserve.  Employed as Associate Professor, KSU—14 years.  District 

Communications Committee, Consultant American Nurses Association Credentialing Center, Grant Reviewer American Nurses Foundation. 

Marva Walker  - Information not received. 

For Committee on Nominations (5 to be elected) 

Marie Cinalli—Diploma, Aultman Hopsital.  Employed as Staff Nurse, Cleveland Clinic/Akron General—16 years.  District President 

Jennifer Huth—See above. 

Marlene Peoples Wetshtein - BSEd, St. John College; BSN, MSN University of Akron.  Retired.  District Treasurer, Committee on Nominations.  Pres-
ident Sandelwood Condo Org; Treasurer Four county DON Association. 

 

For Delegate to Ohio Nurses Association Convention’ (approximately 32 to be elected.) 

Representing Administration—Marlene Peoples Wetshtein 

Representing Nursing Education—Nancy Aho, Davina Gosnell, Connie Stopper Karen Budd, Sonta Robinson 

Representing Nursing Practice - June Adams, Erin Aldridge, Brandy Beresh, Marie Cinalli, Tony DEAngelis, Janice Dennis, Jorena DiMare, Raina Gon-

zalez, Sharon Hemphill, Jeni Huth, Renee Johnson, Linzi Jones, Jennifer Kraus, Amy Law, Kelly Lee, David Liu, Doug Meredith, Nora Meredith, 

Emily Poole, Emily Poulson, Joyce Powell, Kevin Primer, Linda Riazi, Melanie Sennett, Darren Stevenson, Sarah Turns, Sandra Waino 

?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ? ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?   

 Do you know of a colleague who is unrecognized for all the effort put forth for 

the nursing profession and the nursing organization?  Or is it YOU?  Submit 

a nomination for any of the District Awards—Jeanette Wooding Service Award, 

Distinguished Nurse of the Year, Dottie Marsh Health Policy Award.  Contact 

the Office (330-923-5792,  or spdona@juno.org) for more information and   a 

nomination form.  Application forms can also be obtained on the website spdo-

na.org.  Awards will be presented at the May District Annual Recognition and 

Awards Dinner and Meeting. 



Summit and Portage District of the Ohio Nurses Association 

will hold its annual election at the 

Quarterly District Meeting 

When?:                                Wednesday, March 15, 2017 

                                                     Gather at 6:00 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 with election and program to follow 

Where?       Papa Joe’s                  1561 Akron-Peninsula Road                     Akron, Ohio 

What?                               Dinner, Quarterly Business Meeting, Election, and Presentation 

Who?                                  John Petrus, M.D. will speak on ETHICS IN NURSING PRACTICE.  Dr. Petrus practic- 

      es as an Internist at Cleveland Clinic/Akron General Medical Center specializing in 

      Hematology and Medical Oncology.  His certifications cover Internal Medicine, Hos

      pice and Palliative Medicine, Medical Oncology, and Hematology.  Application for CE 

will be submitted.  You may contact the office regarding CE. 

——————————————— 

                                                                                    Menu Selections 

 Honey Mustard Chicken 

Char-grilled boneless breast of chicken 

basted with a honey Dijon mustard top-

ping with candied pecans, Served with 

whipped potatoes 

Baked Rustic Lasagna 

Layers of noodles and home made meat 

sauce, béchamel sauce, mozzarella and 

reggaino parmesan cheeses  

or 

Each entrée will include Salad and Warm Rustic Bread, coffee, tea, or soda. 

Cost is only $20 compliments of Summit and Portage District, ONA. 

Why?                  To join the collegiality, to enjoy some good food, to exercise the ability to have a  

                                                say in YOUR professional organization, and to gather helpful insight to your practice. 

 

Reserve by sending your check (with your menu choice in the memo line) to: 

                                             Summit and Portage District, ONA 

                                             140 Portage Trail    Suite 202 

                                             Cuyahoga Falls, Oh  44221   

By Wednesday, March 8. 


